
September 15, 2022 

 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Gunderson called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance at 9:00 a.m.  All commissioners 
were present.  Pat Pfund of the Norman County Index was also in attendance.   
 
Chairman Gunderson asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  A/T Hanson noted the addition  
of the question as to whether we hold another tax forfeiture sale, and if so she would recommend October 27th.  
She also noted the revisit of bids for the removal of the two trees on the courthouse grounds, and also noted an 
additional agenda item for the Road & Bridge agenda of an additional engineer’s letter and info on Ditch 7 along 
with a Houston Engineering proposal.  Additionally, David Stene, CFO, would be in at 10:45 a.m. regarding setting 
the preliminary levy and proposed budget for 2023.     
 
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the agenda with additions, Commissioner Redland seconded 
the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item brought forward by Chairman Gunderson was approval of the minutes from the August 24th budget 
meeting.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Hall 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item brought forward was a resolution relating to the repurchase of tax forfeited property which had 
been addressed at the September 6th meeting, and motion passed.  However, A/T Hanson noted that in the past 
she had provided a resolution for repurchase of tax forfeited properties, and would like to be consistent.  
Therefore, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adopt CR 09-15-2022-1 A Resolution Relating to the 
Repurchase of Tax Forfeited Property, this was in connection with the Robert and Carlene Smith properties in the 
City of Twin Valley.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution was unanimously 
adopted.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the A/T Office.  
 
The next item of miscellaneous business was to pay the bills that were submitted electronically.  Commissioner 
Redland made a motion to pay the bills as submitted.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and on 
discussion, Commissioner Bommersbach asked why we were paying JC & J Trucking to do graveling for the county.  
A/T Hanson did not have the voucher information as that generally comes along with Engineer Berndt when he 
comes to the meeting.  At this time the paying of the bills was tabled until further into the meeting.   
 
The next business brought forward was whether or not the board wanted to hold a second tax forfeited sale, and if 
so, A/T Hanson would recommend October 27th as a date, unless the board wanted to wait until December.  
Commissioner Hall made a motion to adopt CR-09-15-2022-2 A Resolution Setting the Date, Time and Place of 
Sale for Tax-Forfeited Land with the Date of October 27th, time 10:00 a.m., to be held in the County Board Room.  
Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution was adopted unanimously.   
 
The next item of discussion was the bid received for the trimming or removal of the two trees on the courthouse 
grounds that was tabled at the September 6th meeting to be sure that any other bids that were forthcoming on 
September 6th could be considered.  A/T Hanson noted that no additional bids were received, the only bid received 
was the bid from Carr’s Tree Service.  After some discussion, Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to 
approve the bid from Carr’s Tree Service to remove, haul and grind the stumps of both the birch tree and the 
linden tree on the courthouse grounds.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  
There was some discussion following on whether to replace the trees this fall, or next spring, and it was decided it 
would depend on when they were actually removed and the availability of trees.  No decision at this time.   
 
At 9:15 a.m. Chairman Gunderson called for a break as nothing was scheduled at 9:15 and we would wait for 
Solveig Kitchell from the Norman County Historical Society scheduled at 9:30 a.m.   



 
At 9:30 a.m. Chairman Gunderson called the meeting back to order with Solveig Kitchell and Coleen Bitker 
representing the Norman County Historical Society sharing information with the board on what was accomplished 
with the appropriation from Norman County in the past year.  Solveig was able to show the board a photo of the 
beautiful ramp/deck built in front of the bank building at Prairie Village.  Director Kitchell also shared that they 
have had 957 registered visitors thus far this year, from 16 states and 2 foreign countries.  She also shared that 
they have Coffee and Conversation each Wednesday and have 30-45 people attending on a weekly basis.  They 
have also instituted Try It Tuesdays and have had five programs where they tried an activity such as barn quilt 
painting, rug braiding, soap making, weaving, and water color painting.  They have also done 8 programs at the 
Benedictine Living Community.  They also have two large fundraisers each year, the Pioneer Food Court featuring 
food from the “Good Old Days” in conjunction with Fun In The Flatlands, and then the Party On The Prairie as a 
preview event to the Festival of Trees event in December.  In closing Director Kitchell thanked the board for their 
appropriation in 2022 along with continued support for the NCHGS in the future.   
 
At 9:50 a.m. Garry Johanson, ESO addressed the board with his agenda.  The first item of discussion was the yearly 
task of setting the Market Price for solid waste management tax purposes.  Mr. Johanson presented a resolution to 
set the market price for all MSW generated in Norman County during CY 2023 to be $28.50 per ton, based upn the 
lowest price available in the area.  After some discussion, Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to adopt 
CR-09-15-2022-3 A Resolution for Solid Waste Management Tax to set the market price at $28.50 per ton.  
Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution was adopted unanimously.  A 
copy of the resolution is on file in the A/T Office.   
 
The next item brought forward was a copy of a letter received from Governor Walz to Joe Kelly, Division of 
Homeland Security & Emergency Management with regard to the June 20th to June 24th storm events in portions of 
Aitkin, Becker, Cass, Crow Wing, Itasca, Lac qui Parle, Mahnomen, Morrison, Norman, St. Louis and Todd counties 
caused by severe thunderstorms with damaging winds, heavy rains and flooding to be of sufficient severity and 
magnitude to warrant the use of the Disaster Assistance Contingency Fund.                   
 
The next item on Mr. Johanson’s agenda was an update for the board on supply side market pricing on recyclable 
materials.  While earlier this year and in 2021 prices were on the rise for recyclables, they are now declining and 
making it hard to even market recyclables.   
 
Mr. Johanson also discussed the MSW Landfill expansion plans at Gentilly, and the fact that this would be in a 
wetland, so there are significant challenges that lie ahead to see if this is even permitted as proposed.   
 
Mr. Johanson also noted that he will be on KRJB once again at the end of the month, and gave board members 
topics he plans to cover.   
 
At 10:15 a.m. Bob Ramstad, Superintendent of County Infrastructure, entered the meeting to present the Road & 
Bridge agenda.  Commissioner Bommersbach posed the question to Mr. Ramstad as to why we were hiring local 
contractors for hauling gravel.  Mr. Ramstad explained that contracting has ben going on for approximately 10 
years as they have them gravel roads that are far from our pits and also making it possible to accomplish all the 
graveling necessary within the season.  With questions answered on the graveling issue, Commissioner Jacobson 
made another motion to approve the bills as presented:   
 
Revenue - $16,570.91   E-911 - $14.78   Road & Bridge - $216,873.89 
 
Building - $309.72   Human Services – $55.75  Public Health - $4,407.08 
 
Solid Waste - $27,472.26   County Ditch - $1,341.30  Airport - $ 250.00 
 
TOTAL - $ 267,295.69  
 



Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item of discussion was the Ditch 17 petition and scheduled hearing for October 4th.  A/T Hanson noted 
she had not received proper documentation paperwork from Ada Elevator Company, or Steve Petry, and at this 
time the board felt they should table the hearing to await proper documentation.  Discussion then turned to the 
Ditch 25 hearing scheduled for October 4th also, and the board decided to move that hearing to the 10:00 a.m. 
time slot and asked A/T Hanson to send out letters to those landowners currently assessed into County Ditch 25, as 
well as publish the hearing notice.   
 
Discussion was then brought forward on the Engineer’s report for Ditch 7, the landowner’s letter and the proposal 
from Houston Engineering.  Commissioners request that Keith meet with the Ditch 7 Committee to get 
authorization to use the Ditch 7 funds to study the erosion issue.   
 
Mr. Ramstad also noted that the new motor grader should arrive next week, this was ordered in 2021.   
 
At 10:35 a.m. Jason Hastings, County Attorney, addressed the board stating he had nothing to request or advise 
the board on at this time.  Commissioner Jacobson asked Attorney Hastings his feelings with regard to the Ditch 7 
outlet erosion, and if the board had the right to spend the ditch funds to study the erosion, as those landowners 
were not within the benefitted area of Ditch 7.  Attorney Hastings felt the board was taking the proper steps by 
getting approval from the members of the Ditch 7 committee.   
 
At 10:42 a.m. David Stene, CFO, addressed the board with regard to budget needs for the county and setting the 
preliminary budget.  Mr. Stene recommended setting the 2023 preliminary levy at a 4.5% increase over 2022.  
Commissioners asked A/T Hanson for her recommendation which was a 5% increase over the 2022 budget, 
reminding commissioners that this is preliminary, and the final levy can go down, but it cannot increase over the 
preliminary, and she feels that with the economy and supply-side issues, a little additional wiggle room may be 
warranted.  After further discussion, Commissioner Redland made a motion to set the preliminary levy at a 4% 
increase over 2022 budget.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Chairman 
Gunderson noted the final levy will be set at the December 15th board meeting.   
 
Chairman Gunderson adjourned the meeting at 11:08 a.m.  
 
 
 
______________________________________  _________________________________________ 
Marvin Gunderson, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer  


